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[^1]: The present study was suggested by Professor Bruce Perry of the Department of Medicine, Bristol University, who also found which Bristol families contained children suffering from rheumatic heart disease. The data upon which the study is based were collected by the Bristol Social Survey under the guidance of Mr. Herbert Tout. The writer is responsible for analysing the data and preparing the results for publication. Grateful acknowledgment is due to the Medical Research Council and the Colston Research Society for financial assistance, and to the University of Bristol for the facilities afforded for the investigation. Professor M. Greenwood and Dr. J. O. Irwin read the paper in draft and made valuable suggestions.
